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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: NEIL VAN HEERDEN'S COMMENTS ON RHODESIA 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER PIK BOTHA'S AIDE, NEIL VAN HEERDEN, ON 
JUNE 23 IN A CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
ON OTHER MATTERS MADE SEVERAL COMMENTS ABOUT RHODESIA. 

VAN HEERDEN SAID THAT SAG STATEMENTS ON THE PROPOSED 
ALL-PARTIES CONFERENCE WERE NECESSARILY INDIRECT AND VAGUE. 

HE SAID THAT WE COULD BE ASSURED, HOWEVER, THAT THE SAG 
SUPPORTED ANY SUGGESTION THAT WOULD LEAD TO A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT. IN THIS LIGHT, HE COULD NOT SEE ANY REASON 

WHY THERE SHOULD NOT BE AN ALL-PARTIES CONFERENCE. THE 
PROBLEM, HE SAID, WAS THAT THE BLACK RHODESIAN NATIONALISTS 
IN THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT WERE CONCERNED WITH SHOWING 
WEAKNESS; THEY ARE MORE SENSITIVE IN THIS REGARD 
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THAN EVEN THE SAG. 

2. VAN HEERDEN BELIEVED THAT GETTING ALL THE PARTIES 
INVOLVED TOGETHER WOULD BE AN OCCASION FOR INTER- 
ACTION AND SOMETHING MIGHT COME OUT OF IT. HE 
REITERATED THAT NKOMO WAS A CAPABLE LEADER "WITH WHOM 
WE WORKED IN THE PAST." 
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